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Enthusiasts  ^ 
gather  to 
utilize  art 
ministry 

By  William  H  Perkin*  Jr 
Editor 

More  than  225  participants 
and  instructors  attended 
the  2015  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Performing  Arts 
Festival  (CPAF)  on  Febru¬ 
ary  27-28  at  Country  Woods 
Church  in  Byram. 

•We  had  a  great  time  to¬ 
gether  and  learned  how  to 
utilize  the  performing  arts 
as  a  ministry  to  interpret  the 
Gospel  and  bring  people  clos¬ 
er  to  a  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ,*  «dd  Ken  Hall,  CPAF 


the  DIsdjResfifp  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  In  Jackson. 

A  total  of  101  sessions  were 
held  during  the  two-day  con¬ 
ference  in  the  areas  of  drama, 
downing,  puppets,  and  me¬ 
dia.  Participants  were  able  to 
sample  a  variety  of  subjects 
with  intriguing  titles  such 
as  Improvisation  Wocjhip; 
Skits,  Bits,  and  More;  Foam 
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Supreme  Court  to  settle  same 
sex  marriage  issue  nationwide 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
ifplrtsl  -  The  U.8.  Supreme 
Court  announced  March  5 
that  it  will  hear  oral  argu¬ 
ments  on  April  28  in  a  case 
that  could  lead  to  nationwide 
legalization  of  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  by  the  end  of  June. 

Advocates  on  both  sides 
of  the  issue  recognize  the 
significance  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  decision  in  this  ca'*. 
This  case  could  potentially 
transform  the  cultural  land¬ 
scape  of  America,*  said  Rus¬ 
sell  Moore,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  k  Re¬ 
ligion a  Liberty  Commission  in 
Nashville. 


*We  should  pray  for  the 
court  that  they  will  not  seek  to 
redefine  marriage,  and  even 
more  than  that  we  should  pray 
for  churches  who  will  know 
how  to  articulate  and  embody 
a  Christian  vision  of  marriage 
as  the  one-flesh  union  of  a 
man  and  a  woman  in  the  tu¬ 
multuous  years  ahead.* 

Evan  Wolfson,  president 
of  the  pro-tame  sex  marriage 
group  Freedom  to  Marry  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  has  said 
same  sex  marriage  propo¬ 
nents  hope  this  wfll  be  “the 
last  chapter  in  our  campaign 
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continue  across 
African  continent 


BIG  BIBLE  -  Eliese  McAllister  of  Mobile,  Al.,  explains  how  to 
construct  a  king-sized  Bible  for  use  as  a  prop  in  puppet  minis¬ 
try  applications,  during  the  2015  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Performing  Aits  Festival  Feb.  27-28  at  Country  Woods  Church  in 
Byram.  {Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


NIAMEY.  Niger  (BP)  -  Perse¬ 
cuted  Christians  in  the  West 
African  country  of  Niger  re¬ 
main  “very  upbeat"  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  move  forward  despite 
attacks  in  their  country  earner 
this  year. 

International  Mission 
Board  (1MB)  strategy  leader 
Greg  Dorsey  (name  changed) 
said  local  Christians  told 
him,  "We’ve  only  lost  things. 
We've  not  lost  the  church, 
just  some  buildings.” 

Small  mobs  of  Muslims 
reportedly  ransacked  and 
burned  more  than  50  struc¬ 
tures  throughout  Niamey  in 
mid-January.  The  incident 
appeared  to  be  related  to  an 
eruption  of  violence  in  Niger 
on  Jan.  16-17  that  left  at  least 
10  people  dead  over  protests 
of  a  magazine  cover  published 
by  the  satirical  p**bMcation 
Charlie  Hebdo  featuring  a  car¬ 
toon  of  Mohammed. 

Charlie  Hebdo  ran  the  cov¬ 
er  in  response  to  the  Jan.  Q 
terrorist  attack  on  its  Paris  of¬ 
fices  that  claimed  the  lives  of 


Both  missionaries  and  na¬ 
tional  believers  in  Niamey 
found  marks  on  their  gates, 
indicating  their  homes  were 
potential  targets. 

The  strategy  leader  ex- 
thankfulness  that 
not  people  were 


_  m  Niamey.  There  is 
a  sense  that  this  is  the  time  for 
the  church,  that...  what  was 
meant  for  evil,  God  intends 
for  good.* 

Instead  of  seeking  retalia¬ 
tion  or  revenge,  believers  who 
lost  their  homes  and  posses¬ 
sions  voiced  confidence  that 
•God  is  good  and  Jesus  is  still 
Lord,”  be  said 

Fellow  strategy  leader  Bri¬ 
an  Poehee  (name  changed) 
said.  They  see...  this  is  how 
we  csn  demonstrate  what  it 
■mm  to  Mow  Christ  and 
what  we  do  if  we're  going  to 
follow  up  what  we  believe  with 
our  actions.” 

Foshee  said  he  was  encour¬ 
aged  to  hear  that  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  evangelical  church¬ 
es  in  Niamey  stated  pubHcaBy 
on  radio  and  television  that 
local  believers  forgave  those 
who  damaged  and  burned 
their  property.  That  was  pret- 


Dorsey  shared  the  story  of 
a  university  student  who  lost 
everything  —  all  of  his  books 
and  clothes.  The  student  said 
“Hey,  I  forgive  you,  it’s  OK. 
It  was  just  stuff  1  lost.,,  and  I 
forgive  you.” 

Though  the  attacks  ap¬ 
peared  to  he  well  planned  and 
coordinated,  stories  abound 
of  members  of  the  Muslim 
community  who  warned  their 
Christian  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bors  of  impending  danger. 
Some  Muslims  protected  the 
homes  of  Christians  while  the 
Christians  were  in  hiding,  and 
offered  them  shelter. 

Dorsey  said  some  Chris¬ 
tians  expressed  that  their 
Muslim  neighbors  were 
ashamed  of  what  was  done  in 
the  name  of  Islam.  “It  would 
be  worth  noting,  while  they 
targeted  die  church  very,  very 
clearly,  they  also  were  target¬ 
ing  others  as  well.  They  target  - 
eaT  I  believe,  some  Christian 
businesses  along  the  way,  but 
they  also  targeted  the  ‘evils' 
for  Islam  —  such  as  bars  and 
nightclubs  and  brothels.  Some 
hotels  with  bars  sustained 
heavy  damage.” 

Dorsey  said  beftevers  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  working  through  the 
near  and  vulnerability  they  feh 
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Marriage  is  no  joke 


ast  month,  a  4<>-ye«r-oJd  woman 
in  Houston,  Texas,  married  her- 


_ v  That’*  right  Because  she  had 

found  no  suitable  companion  by  the 
time  she  reached  40  years  of  age,  she 
decided  that  she  would  go  it  alone. 

Td  been  saying*  few  years  that  if  I 
hadn’t  gotten  married  by  the  time  I  was 
40,  I’d  Just  have  a  wedding  by  raysalf, 
Yasmin  Eleby  told  ABC  News.  "I  decid¬ 
ed  I  didn’t  want  it  to  be  a  joke.  I  wanted 
to  have  a  celebration  of  myself.  My  wed¬ 
ding  was  going  to  be  about  me  making 
a  commitment  to  love  myself,  to  honor 
myself,  and  to  know  my  self-worth." 

The  action  carries  no  legal  weight 
(yet),  but  is  just  the  latest  news  reflecting 
society’s  disregard  for  marriage. 

Unfortunately,  Ms.  (Mrs.?)  Eleb/s 
case  is  not  unique.  It  even  has  a  name: 
sologamy.  Perhaps  it  should  come  as  no 
surprise  that  this  would  eventually  occur. 
People  have  tried  to  many  pets,  buiki- 
: —  and  objects  with  varying  degrees 


Guest  opinion 

with  Bill  Moak 


You  have  to  look  no  further  than  the 
Garden  of  Eden  to  see  how  Satan  drove 
a  wedge  into  what  hadpreviously  been 
a  perfect  union  between  Adam  and  Eve, 
resulting  in  the  awful  gulf  that  now 
separates  fallen  man  from  his  Creator. 

As  alarming  as  these  tread?  ire,  they 
are  just  symptoms  of  a  larger  problem 
In  the  eyes  of  much  of  our  civilization, 
marriage  is  nothing  more  than  a  legal 
contract  and  since  marriage  has  been  at¬ 
tached  to  tangible  social  benefits,  others 
want  in.  One  clever  way  to  do  that  is  to 
widen  the  definition  of  marriage,  all  the 
while  eroding  its  significance  in  the  eyes 
of  society. 

So,  wnat  should  be  our  response?  If 
we  co  back  to  Eleby’s  statement,  she 
saia  something  sadly  profound.  Did  you 
catch  it?  “My  wedding  was  going  to  be 
about  me  making  a  commitment  to  love 
myself,  to  honor  myself  and  to  know 
my  self-worth.**  Although  most  people 
wouldn’t  go  to  these  extremes,  some¬ 
where  alone  the  line,  someone  must 
have  failed  ner,  . 

Every  day,  millions  go  about  the 
world  wondering  why  they  are  even 
alive  at  all  —  unloved,  alone,  miserable 
Ultimately,  many  of  our  problems  in  this 
world  spring  from  people  desperately 
seeking  attentisn  and  validation.  Think 
about  tne  woman  at  the  weft,  erthe  hp* 
er,  or  the  woman  about  to  be  stoned  to 
death.  How  do  you  think  they  felt  about 
themselves  before  Jesus  came  along? 

Jesus  came  for  these  people.  There  is 
not  a  single  recorded  interaction  be¬ 
tween  Jesus  and  anyone  that  He  didn  t 
show  compassion  and  care,  that  He 
didn’t  recognize  their  need  and  offer 
healing.  He  reminded  us  that  when  we 
help  our  fellow  man  in  his  name,  we  are 
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Exceptional  Baptists 


working  out  of  a  makeshift  field 
hospital.  They  are  determined  to 
stay  as  long  as  they  are  needed. 

Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  re¬ 
lief  volunteers  have  already  been 
there  and  done  that,  operating 
a  small  hospital  out  of  a  Haitian 


n  our  mixed-up  modern 


1  culture,  there  are  individuals 
and  institutions  in  this  coun¬ 
try  who  so  despise  America  that 
they  have  earned  a  nickname: 
the  Hate  America  Crowd.  No 
matter  how  much  good  America 
does,  it’s  never  good  enough. 

No  matter  how  many  wrongs 
have  been  righted  by  her  noble 
people,  the  Hate  America  crowd 
is  never  satisfied. 

I  was  reminded  of  them  this 
week,  as  Baptists  in  Mississippi 
proved  once  again  the  hateful¬ 
ness  is  unjustified. 

Spring  Break  is  occurring 
across  much  of  the  state,  which 
Mississippi  Baptists  see  not  as  a 
chance  to  party  hard  while  work¬ 
ing  on  their  early-season  tan  at 
some  luxurious  Florida  resort, 
but  rather  as  an  irresistible  ap¬ 


ings,  and  objects  with  varying  degrees 
of  success,  not  even  counting  the  recent 
national  debates  over  same  sex  marriage. 

In  Britain  last  year,  a  woman  “mar¬ 
ried"  her  dog  after  her  marriage  to  a 
human  male  didn't  work  out.  In  2007, 
an  American  woman  “married"  the  Eiffel 
Tower.  While  we  may  laugh  at  the  ridicu¬ 
lousness  of  some  of  these  things,  it’s  not 
funny.  It’s  tragic. 

We  are  a  civilization  that  burns  with 
love  for  ourselves.  In  our  headlong  rush 
to  satisfy  the  desires  of  our  hearts  and 
bodies,  we  have  exalted  ourselves  above 
all.  The  resulting  paroxysm  of  pleasure¬ 
seeking  hedonism  is  tearing  our  civiliza¬ 
tion  apart,  family  by  family.  America 
today  is  a  lot  like  Israel  as  described  in 
Isaiah  59:  decadent,  rudderless,  willful, 
and  prone  to  evil. 

It  would  be  easy  to  think  that  the 
assault  on  the  bedrock  of  civilization  is 
recent.  It’s  not.  The  institution  of  mar¬ 
riage  has  been  under  attack  by  Satan 
since  Day  One.  We  can  certainly  point  to 
the  recent  efforts  to  widen  the  concept  of 
marriage  beyond  “one  man,  one  wom¬ 
an."  These  trends  should  be  alarming  to 
Christiana,  and  we  must  be  prepared. 

The  framework  for  universal  accep¬ 
tance  of  same  sex  marriage  is  already 
being  laid,  even  here  in  tne  buckle  of  the 
Bible  Belt.  We  must  figure  out  how  we’re 
going  to  respond  to  all  this. 


a  small  hospital  out  of  a  Haitian 
Baptist  church  across  the  street 
from  the  national  capital  building. 

"I  thank  God  and  the  American 
people  who  have  come  to  Haiti 
to  help  with  that  tragedy,"  said 
Potus  Ketnil,  a  young  Haitian 
woman  who  was  brought  to  the 
UB.  along  with  her  two-year  old 
child  after  the  earthquake  and  is 
now  under  the  care  of  a  Haitian  _ 
Baptist  church  in  Miami 

Potus  was  forced  to  leave  her 
husband  behind,  because  he 
hasn’t  been  seen  since  the  earth¬ 
quake  struck. 

Southern  Baptists  and  Missis- 
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Ukrainian  believers  pray  for  peace  in  midst  of  war 


KHARKIV,  Ukraine  (BP)  -  As 

the  sun  topped  the  horizon  of 
Kharkiv’s  central  square  March 
2,  a  group  of  people  huddled 
together  on  their  knees  and 
prayed  for  their  city.  While  the 
moment  passed  without  cel¬ 
ebration  or  fanfare,  it  marked 
the  365th  consecutive  day  the 
group  has  gathered. 

They  came  from  different 
parts  of  the  city  and  were  a 
mix  of  evangelical  denomina¬ 
tions  and  Orthodox  believers, 
but  they  focused  on  one  goal  — 
to  pray  for  peace  in  their  city, 
which  is  located  very  close  to 
the  region  where  Ukrainian 
soldiers  and  pro-Russian  sepa¬ 
ratists  battle  for  control  over 
eastern  Ukraine. 

Last  year,  protesters  clashed 
in  the  streets  of  Kharkiv.  "When 
we  heard  that  people  started 
fighting,  we  came  here  to  the 
center  of  the  city  and  we  kneeled 
here,"  said  Nadia,  the  wife  of  a 
Ukrainian  pastor. 

At  the  time  it  was  predicted 
by  some  that  Kharkiv  would  be 
one  of  the  first  cities  to  fall  to 
pro-Russian  separatists.  How¬ 
ever,  a  year  later,  .the  group 
continues  to  pray  for  peace  m 
their  city  and  is  grateful  that 
God  has  continued  to  protect 
them  from  the  fighting. 

“Our  city  is  under  the  wing  of 
the  Lord,”  Nadia  said.  There  is 
peace  and  I  praise  God  for  that. 
But  our  hearts  are  broken  for 
cities  where  war  takes  place." 

One  pastor.  Alexander,  be¬ 
lieves  the  group  is  having  an 
impact  on  the  entire  city  by 
meeting  on  the  central  square 
each  morning.  “People  are  wor¬ 
ried  and  discouraged,  and  all 
the  news  is  controversial,"  Al¬ 
exander  said.  “I  believe  that  our 
ministry  here  will  bring  people 
peace,  to  bring  truth,  to  bring 
hope  to  God's  people." 

HVe  see  that  we  need  these 
prayers  and  that  our  country 
needs  these  prayers,"  Nadia  said. 
"That  is  why  we  are  still  here." 


'People  are  worried 
and  discouraged, 
and  all  the  news  is 
controversial.  1  believe 
that  our  ministry  here 
will  bring  people 
peace,  to  bring  truth, 
to  bring  hope  to  God's 
people/ 


Ukrainian  pastor 

An  International  Mission 
Board  worker,  who  serves  in 
Kharkiv  and  regularly  attends 
the  daily  prayer  meetings, 
said  the  group  has  committed 
to  meet  daily  for  at  least  the 
next  six  months  and  does  not 
know  if  or  when  the  group  will 
stop  meeting. 

For  now,  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  gather  each  moraine 
as  they  pray  for  their  city  and 
for  peace. 

Pray  for 'Christian  workers 
and  believers  in  Ukraine  as 
they  minister  to  their  commu¬ 
nities.  Pray  for  a  resolution  to 
the  crisis  in  Ukraine.  Pray  that 
lives  will  be  changed  and  that 
people  will  follow  Jesus  during 
this  time  of  war. 

The  United  Nations  Refugee 
Agency  has  reported  that  more 
than  one  million  Ukrainians 
have  been  displaced  as  a  result 
of  the  war  in  eastern  Ukraine. 
Countless  others  have  suffered 
property  damage  due  to  rocket 
and  missile  attacks. 

For  more  information  on 
how  to  get  involved,  visit  face- 
book.com/RebirthEUA,  or 
send  an  email  to  rebirtheaster- 
nukraine@gmail.com.  At  net- 
community. imb.org/giving- 
search-page,  in  the  “Search 
Projects  by  Keyword"  search 
box,  type  “Ukraine." 


FAITH  IN  ACTION  -  As  passers-by  make  their  way  to 
work  in  the  center  of  Karkhiv,  Ukraine.  Christians  from  many 
confessions  gather  together  to  pray  for  their  city.  Using  well- 
worn  pieces  of  foam  to  protect  their  knees,  the  group  prays 
not  only  for  Ukraine,  but  Russia  and  thoje  who  are  at  war  in 
Ukraine's  east.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 
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Ukraine’s  eastern  war  leads 
to  ministry  successes  in  west 


KIEV,  Ukraine  (BP)  -  More 
than  a  year  after  the  Euro- 
maidan  revolution  on  Kiev’s 
Independence  Square,  thou¬ 
sands  came  to  memorialize 
“The  Heavenly  Hundred’  — 
those  who  lost  their  lives  dur¬ 
ing  bloody  protests  in  Febru¬ 
ary  2014. 

Much  has  changed  in 
Ukraine  during  the  past  year.  A 
new  president  is  in  office.  War 
continues  in  the  east  between 
pro- Russian  separatists  and 
the  Ukrainian  Army  despite  a 
recently  negotiated  cease-fire 
agreement. 

Not  all  news  coming  out  of 
Ukraine  is  bad.  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  workers 
report.  At  the  same  time  prayer 
services  were  being  held  for 
the  fallen  at  the  central  square 
(also  known  as  Maidan  Nezale- 
zhnosti),  a  new  church  was  be¬ 
ing  birthed  across  town  as  16 
people  gathered  for  worship  in 
a  former  beauty  salon. 

Pastor  Oleg,  who  leads  the 
new  congregation,  is  a  church 
planter  from  the  Luhansk  re¬ 
gion  who  has  been  forced  to  flee 
nis  home  and  his  church  there 
due  to  the  war.  "This  was  not  in 
my  plan.  I  had  no  desire  to  come 
to  the  big  city.  I  was  content  to 
pastor  my  church  and  plant  new 
churches  in  the  Luhansk  region, 
but  God  had  different  plans." 

Leaders  of  the  church-plant- 
-  ing  program  at  the  Kiev  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  say  Baptist 


WAR’S  REFUGEE  -  Pastor  Oleg,  a  displaced  church  planter 
from  eastern  Ukraine,  preaches  at  Kiev's  new  church  plant. 
God's  Design,  during  their  first  service  Feb.  22.  He  longs  for 
the  day  he  will  be  able  to  return  to  ministry  in  Luhansk,  his 
home  territory  in  eastern  Ukraine.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


leaders  in  Ukraine  recently  be¬ 
gan  an  emphasis  to  plant  new 
churches  in  Kiev  and  other  areas 
of  the  west,  but  they  were  short 
on  church  planters  and  did  not 
know  who  would  start  and  lead 
these  new  church  plants. 

IMB  worker  Dan  Upchurch, 
who  teaches  church  planting 
at  the  seminary,  explained 
that  many  of  their  students 
came  from  Ukraine’s  east, 
which  has  seen  the  fastest 
percentage  of  church  growth 
nvi»r  thp  nast  2*;  vears. 


Upchurch  said  that  in  re¬ 
cent  months  they  have  seen 
several  of  the  church  plant¬ 
ing  students  move  from  their 
homes  in  the  east  so  they  could 
continue  to  plant  churches  in 
the  central  and  western  parts 
of  the  country. 

When  asked  if  he  would  ever 
return  to  his  home  church,  a 
teary-eyed  Pastor  Oleg  said  he 
longed  for  the  day  he  could  re¬ 
turn.  “In  the  meantime.  I  will 
plant  churches,"  he  said.  “That 
is  what  God  designed  me  to  do." 
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L\  that  spring  is  on  the  way  and  summer 
JL  Acan’t  be  far  behind  I  have  seen  some 
birds  that  are  already  starting  to  fly  back 
toward  the  north,  and  this  past  Sunday  was 
the  celebration  of  the  time  change.  Then 
we  will  have  an  eariy  Easter  andthe  warm, 
wonderful  days  of  summer  should  be  right 
upon  us.  The  reason  fm  telling  you  this  is 
so  you  can  gear  up  or  help  the  folks  in  your 
church  who  are  working  with  children  and 
youth,  especially,  to  get  ready  for  the  camps 
that  will  De  ready  for  them. 

I  remember  summer  after  summer  we 


College  News 


Brett  Gotson,  assistant  professor 
of  t  oUgion,  chair  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Ministries  and 

director  of  bivocational  ministries,  ZI  XF  FUGKLF  EPHNYFUZUC,  CJG  GF 
and  Mihaela  Florescu,  a  senior 
from  the  eastern  European  coun¬ 
try  of  Moldova,  were  recently  rec¬ 
ognized  as  the  WILLIAM  CAMEY 
UNIVERSITY  HEADWAE  faculty 
and  student  honorees.The  yearly 
award  recognizes  outstanding 
faculty  members  and  students 
from  Mississippi's  34  public  and 
pnvate  institutions  of  higher 
learning. 


HAFYP  RZYP  XJK  HN  RZYP  NJUN;  1JL 


RPHY  NJU  ZN  PF  RPJW  YPF  IHYPFL 


EPHNYFUFYP  UJY? 


PFDLFRN  YRFAQF:  NFQFU 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  pour  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  2  Peter  1:2 

fty  CKarWs  Mint.  1932-2004.0  2005 


the  largest  enrownent  increase  with 
a  jump  of  eight  percent  The  School 
of  Education  has  recently  upgraded 
existing  programs  or  added  new  pro¬ 
grams  in  Offline  formats,  including 
the  specialist  s  degree  in  instructional 
leadership.  This  program  is  intended 
for  students  interested  in  careers  in 
public,  parochial  or  pnvate  school 
leadership  TWo  tracks,  instructional 
leadership  or  imdnRlfmiai  assess¬ 
ment,  are  offered  in  the  program. 
For  more  information  on  the  School 
of  Education,  call  (601)  318-6600  or 
visit  www.wmcarey.edu. 


Easter  Programs 

►  New  Hop#  Church.  Fox-  ►  Immanuel  Church, 

worth:  llie  Road  to  Calvary  Greenwood:  Easter  sunrise 
Mar.  20  -  22,  7  p.m.  Nurs-  service  Apr.  5,  7  a.m.;  church 
ery  provided;  some  graphic  wide  breakfast,  8  a.m.;  Sun- 
scenes  may  not  be  suitable  day  School,  9:45  a.m.;  can¬ 
tor  ail  children.  tata,  ti  a.m. 


Kimberly  Sledge,  Puckett  an  accounting  student  from  MIS¬ 
SISSIPPI  COLLEGE,  wes  one  of  five  students  from  across 
the  nation  who  participated  in  the  Association  for  govern¬ 
ment  Accountants  collegiate  leadership  conference.  During 
meetings  Feb.  TI  - 12  In  Washington.  D  C.,  Sledge  was  able  to 
network  with  some  of  America's  most  successful  accountants. 
She  received  a  $1000  scholarship. 
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Want  a  baby?  Technology  opens  troubling  frontiers 

NASHVILLE  IBP)  -  Same  sex  for  some  time,  but  their  poten-  news  service.  “So  we  are  now 
couples  could  soon  have  their  tial  development  into  eggs  and  focusing  on  completing  the 
own  biological  children  by  uti-  sperm  is  new.  second  half  of  this  process. 

lining  a  male /male,  femaie/fe-  The  next  step  of  the  research  Once  that  is  achieved  this  may 
male  reproductive  technology  process  will  be  to  develop  the  become  useful  for  any  individ- 
being  developed  by  researchers  precursor  cells,  known  as  pri-  ual  with  fertility  problems." 
at  the  University  of  Cambridge  mordial  germ  cells  (PGCs),  into  If  lesbians  someday  use  this 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  mature  sperm  and  eggs.  The  technique  to  become  parents, 
Weizmann  Institute  of  Science  maturation  process  wilUnvolve  they  will  only  be  able  to  pro- 
in  Rehovot,  Israel.  inserting  the  PGCs  into  a  hu-  duce  female  offspring  unless  a 

Christian  bioethicists  have  man  or  animal  ovary  or  testicle,  Y  chromosome  is  somehow  i  re¬ 
classified  the  potential  new  or  developing  a  laboratorypro-  ported  into  their  genetic  mate- 
technology,  which  could  also  cess  to  achieve  the  same  effect.  rial.  Female  genetic  material 
allow  a  person  to  create  a  baby  If  the  research  proves  sue-  does  not  contain  the  Y  chro- 
without  a  partner,  as  rife  with  cessfui,  an  egg  could  be  devel-  mosomes  necessary  to  produce 
moral  problems.  oped  from  the  skin  cells  of  a  baby  boys. 

Exuberance  over  such  tech-  male  and  then  combined  with  “We’re  talking  about  man 
nologies  is  “all  expressed  in  the  sperm  of  another  male  to  ufacturing  children  in  all  of 
terms  of  what  the  adults  want  produce  an  embryo.  A  suito-  these  [scenarios],"  David  Pren- 
and  desire,"  Paige  Cunning-  gate  mother  would  have  to  car-  tice,  vice  president  and  re- 
ham,  executive  director  of  the  ry  the  resultant  baby  to  term,  search  director  of  the  Charlotte 

Center  for  Bioethics  and  Hu-  Alternately,  a  female’s  skin  Lozier  Institute  in  Washington, 

man  Dignity  at  Trinity  Interna-  cells  could  be  developed  into  D.C.,  told  BP.  “If  you  get  into 

tional  University  in  Deerfield,  sperm  and  combined  with  an  that  mindset,  you  might  envi- 
IL,  told  Baptist  Press  (BP).  egg  from  another  female,  with  sion  having  not  a  sperm  bank, 
“I  would  like  someone  to  one  of  the  two  female  partners  but  a  Y-chromosome  bank 
say, ‘What  about  the  children?’  carrying  the  baby  to  term.  where  you  can  just  add  a  Y 

They  don’t  have  any  voice  in  Tne  same  process,  if  devel-  chromosome  to  some  of  these 
how  they  are  constructed.  They  oped  successfully,  could  also  cells  —  find  the  right  mix  that 
don’t  have  any  voice  in  hovy  allow  a  single  person  to  con-  you  want  of  traits  and  add  that 
they  are  the  subject  of  an  ex-  tribute  both  an  egg  and  sperm  Y  chromosome  in  there.  It’s  of 
periment  like  this."  and  produce  a  child  without  a  great  concern." 

The  Cambridge  and  Weiz-  second  parent  Producing  rather  than  pro- 

mann  Institute  researchers  “We  nave  succeeded  in  the  creating  a  baby  is  “intrinsically 
have  discovered  how  to  take  first  and  most  important  step  wrong,  Cunningham  said, 

skin  cells  from  an  adult,  trans-  of  the  process,  where  we  sue-  “When  we  start  constructing 

form  them  into  what  are  known  ceed  in  reaching  the  progeni-  children  by  using  some  ey¬ 
as  induced  pluripotent  stem  tor  ceil  state  for  sperm  and  egg  toplasm  from  this  ceu  or  the 

cells  (iPS)  and  then  develop  (though  it  is  very  important  to  nucleus  from  that  cell  and  start 

-  . .  .  .  those  iPS  cells  into  the  precur-  emphasize  that  we  have  not  mixing  things  up,  we  are  no 

NEW  FRONTIER  -  Researcher*  at  the  University  of  Cam-  sore  of  human  eggs  and  sperm,  achieved  mature  sperm  and  longer  welcoming  [children], 

bridge  In  t hm  United  Kingdom  aodWafzmarm  Institute  of  Set-  various  news  sources  have  re-  eggs),"  Jacob  Hanna,  one  of  the  but  we  are  creating  them,  in 

ence  in  Rehovot  Israel,  are  on  the  cusp  of  developing  male/  ported.  The  know-how  to  pro-  lead  researchers  in  the  project,  many  cases  to  fulfill  a  desire  or 

male,  female/female  reproductive  technology.  duce  iPS  cells  has  been  around  told  The  Daily  Beast  internet  need  of  our  own.” 


Wa.  florist  facing  economic 
ruin  for  her  Christian  values 


RICHLAND,  Wash.  (BP)  -  A 

Southern  Baptist  florist  does 
not  regret  her  nine-year  friend¬ 
ship  with  a  homosexual  man 
who  won  a  lawsuit  against  her 
after  she  refused  to  design  floral 
arrangements  for  his  same  sex 
wedding,  she  told  Baptist  Press. 

“If  Rob  [Robert  Ingersofll 
walked  in  the  store  today,  I  worn 
hug  him  and  catch  up  on  his  life,” 
BarroneUe  Stutzman,  ermer  of 
Arlene’s  Flowers  in  Richland, 
Wa.,  told  Baptist  Press  (BP): 
The  same  feith  that  tells  me  that 
I  can*  be  a  part  of  Rob’s  wedding 
is  the  same  feith  that  tells  me  to 
love  him  as  Christ  does. 

“Christ  loves  us  all  regardless, 
and  it’s  not  my  place  to  judge 
him,  or  to  judge  anybody.  It’s  my 
place  to  be  an  example  of  Christ 
Do  they  see  Christ  in  what  I  do, 
and  bow  1  treat  them?” 

Stutzman,  a  7q-year  old 
member  of  Richland  Church  in 
Richland,  had  provided  floral 
arrangements  for  Ingersoll  and 
most  recently  his  friend  Curt 
Freed  on  numerous  occasions. 
On  March  2013,  she  refused  to 


use  her 

flowers  for  their 

1  waited  on  Rob 
years  and  created  flowers  for 
him  on  all  types  of  occasions, 
but  when  it  comes  to  my  feith, 
marriage  is  between  a  man  and  a 
woman,  and  that’s  where  the  line 
is  drawn."  she  told  BP  Feb.  26.  “I 
cannot  create  something  for  him 
in  good  feith.  I  wouldn't  be  hon¬ 
oring  God’s  Word." 

Stutzman  was  found  guilty 
Feb.  18  in  Benton  County  Supen- 


homosexual  individuals 
her  business, 
issue  is,  marriage  is  be¬ 
tween  a  man  and  a  woman  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  feith,"  she  told 
BP.  “I  Just  think  of  myself  as  a 
follower  of  Christ  and  the  Bible 
teaches  that  marriage  is  be¬ 
tween  a  man  and  a  woman,  and 
the  Bible  is  my  authority." 

In  a  court  filing  by  ADF,  pro¬ 
fessor  Denny  Burk  of  Southern 
in  Louisville,  Ky., 
a  statement  that  drew 


(personally 
couple’s  damages  and  attorney 
fees.  That  puther  at  risk  of  los- 
business  and  personal 
,  Backed  by  the  Alliance 
ig  Freedom  (ADF)  in 
Scottsdale,  Ail,  Stutzman  is  ap¬ 
pealing  and  is  prepared  to  take  it 
to  the  nations  highest  court. 

IngersoO  ana  Freed  have 
since  married. 

T be  issue  isn’t  about  Inger¬ 
soO  being  homosexual,  said 
Stutzman,  who  according  to 
court  documents  has  employed 


cal  education  and  training.  In 
the  document,  he  explained  the 
difference  between  providing 
flowers  for  the  couple’s  homo¬ 
sexual  courtship  as  opposed  to 
their  marriage. 

“A  Christian  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  tradition  who  owns 
a  business  is  not  obligated  to 
question  every  customer  regard¬ 
ing  the  potential  uses  to  which 
the  products  or  services  sold  by 
the  business  might  be  put"  said 
Burk,  professor  of  biblical  studies 
at  Boyce  College,  the  undergrad¬ 
uate  arm  of  Southern  Seminary 


STANDING  HER  GROUND  -  Barronnelle  Stutzman  ar¬ 
ranges  flowers  in  her  Richland,  Wa.,  shop.  The  70-year-oW 
has  appealed  a  court  case  she  lost  after  refusing  to  arrange 
flowers  for  a  same  sex  marriage  ceremony.  (BP  photo/screen 
capture  from  YouTube) 


“In  addition,  a  business 
owner  who  becomes  aware  that 
his  or  her  products  or  services 
might  be  used  for  a  sinful  or  im¬ 
moral  purpose  is  not  generally 
obligated  to  refuse  to  sell  such 
products  or  services,  although 
the  duty  to  love  one’^neighbor 
and  avoid  scandal  might  in¬ 
volve  refusal  to  sell  such  prod¬ 
ucts  or  services  under  certain 
circumstances,"  he  stated. 

“In  either  case,  the  equal 


dignity  and  worth  of  the  cus¬ 
tomer  requires  the  business 
owner  to  respect  the  custom¬ 
er’s  God -given  free  will.  How¬ 
ever,  the  business  owner  must 
not  engage  in  a  transaction 
that  involves  participation  in 
or  material  cooperation  with 
a  sinful  act  because  it  would 
constitute  personal  sin  on  the 
part  of  the  business  owner  and 
would  therefore  be  subject  to 
God’s  judgment." 
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Just  for  the  Record 


BEULAH  CHURCH,  DECATUR,  had  their  wild  game  supper 

” —  ■  ■  -  .  Feb.  28.  Special  guosts,  from  left,  were  Micah  Harbtson,  Cam- 

The  children,  youth,  and  some  adults  of  MT.  PtSQAH  CHURCH,  CARROLLTON,  attended  the  eron  Stovall,  and  Seth  Harbison  with  Call  'em  In  Outdoors.  Also 
Newsboys  concert  in  Greenwood  Mar.  1  after  enjoying  a  pizza  night  out  Lanny  Haley,  pastor.  shown  is  pastor  Gary  Rivers. 


The  youth  from  PORT  GIBSON  CHURCH,  PORT  GIBSON, 

visited  Grace  Church,  Vicksburg,  to  perform  their  new  puppet 
ministry  Feb.  11. 

ln<rth.rChun*New.: 

■■■■■■■  ■  -  yy 

a-.  I  I  jx  I.  r’ViiinnK  UeHtaakiira  TolonK/kVto*  «  W)llllfttOn.  Ir0  18  SnOWTl  tRrfTlI  MlS  Wllv  JBiTiIB  nOnflu, 

^  FBEDOWIA  CHURCH,  NEW  ALBANY,  hi,  .on.  BMw  t^ns  Elijah  Mrt  AbWfl.il; 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39403.  Pine  Bdt  Association  consists  of  the  Bap-  ordained  Jeff  High  as  deacon  Mar .  1.  He  and  youngest  son,  Ryder. They  are  joined  by  pastor 
tist  churches  of  Forrest  County.  is  shown  with  his  wife  Kim.  James  Ellis. 


The  youth  of  NESHOBA  CHURCH,  UNION,  entertained  the 

senior  members  at  their  J.O.Y.  Valentine  party  with  their  hand 
puppets  and  skills.  Shown,  front  are  Scott  Wastberry  Jr.  and 
Walker  Smith;  back,  Haley  McKinnion,  Lauren  Gilmer,  Isabella 
Wastberry,  and  Jordan  McKinnion. 


6 


March  12, 2015  The  Bafttst  Record 


RAISED  IN  NEWNESS  -  Lawrence  Duhon  (right),  associate  pastor  of  missions  and  evan¬ 
gelism  at  First  Church  in  Keller. Texas,  helps  baptize  an  unidentified  young Yalunka  woman 
during  a  recent  church  mission  trip  to  Mali.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  First  Church,  Keller,  Texas) 


Church  emphasizes  CP,  turns 
love  for  missions  into  'wildfire' 


KELLER, 

Sanders, 
of 


(BP)  -  Keith 
for  the  list  10 
lurch  in  Keller, 


wildfire  out  of  control.’ 

Nearly  every  month,  some 
church  member  participates 
in  a  short-term  mission  trip. 
The  congregation  is  about  to 
begin  its  fourth  church  plant 
Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
giving  has  more  than  tripled 
over  the  last  seven  years. 

“The  Lord  has  blessed  our 
church  tremendously,  finan¬ 
cially!*  Sanders  said.  “We 
see  a  relationship  between 
our  willingness  to  give  away, 
and  God’s  nlessings.  We  have 
found  the  more  we  give,  the 
more  we  have  to  give. 

“I  believe  in  the  Great 


Commission.  The  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  is  simply  a  tool 
to  obey  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion.  We  have  seen  from  our 
mission  trips  that  when  the 
missionaries  have  the  ability 
to  stay  on  the  field  —  rather 
than  returning  to  the  U.S.  to 
plead  for  more  financial  sup¬ 
port  —  how  much  more  can  be 
accomplished  for  the  Lord.” 

When  Sanders  became  se¬ 
nior  pastor  in  2005,  he  hired 
Lawrence  Duhon,  a  former 
missionary  to  Albania,  as  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  missions  and 
evangelism.  ■  . 

“He  has  a  great  Heart  for 
missions,”  Sanders  said  of 
Duhon.  “He  developed  a  uni¬ 
fied  strategy  we’re  still  work¬ 
ing  with,  we  went  from  a 
Christmas  offering  to  a  year- 
round  Globa)  Impact  Offer¬ 
ing.  That  increased  our  mis¬ 


sion  giving  10-fold  within  just 
a  few  years.” 

The  congregation  of  about 

smppers  also  adopted  an  un- 
reacned  people  group  in  West 
Africa  and  has  ministered  and 
evangelized  there  as  often  as 
six  times  a  year. 

“We’ve  seen  many,  many 
of  those  people  come  to  faith 
in  Christ,*  Sanders  said.  “It 
was  great  for  onr  church  be¬ 
cause  we  asked  (the  congre¬ 
gation)  to  pray,  and  upon  [the 
mission  team's]  return,  the 
church  heard  what  God  had 
done.  That  led  to  a  real  spark 
in  interest  in  missions." 

The  church’s  interest  in 
planting  churches  has  grown 
with  its  commitment  to  mis¬ 
sions.  “Church  planting  in 
the  West  is  originally  what  I 
thought  the  Lord  wanted  me 
to  do,”  Sanders  said,  “but  in 
God’s  sovereignty.  He  has  me 
holding  the  rope  for  others.” 

So  far,  those  “others" 
are  church  plants  that  have 
grown  into: 

■  Blue  Mountain  Church  in 
Baker  City,  Or.,  where  about 
120  people  attend  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices. 

■  Desert  Ridge  Church  in 
St.  George,  Ut.,  where  more 
than  So  attend. 

■  Foundation  Church  in 
North  Euless,  Texas,  launched 
in  September  2014- 

A  church  plant  scheduled 
to  begin  this  year  in  St.  Ma¬ 
rie,  northeastern  Montana, 
will  be  the  only  church  in 
the  town. 

St.  Marie  was  known  as 
Glasgow  Air  Force  Base  un¬ 


til  in  closed  in  1976  and  its 
10,000  residents  scattered. 

The  nearly  abandoned  site 
is  being  utilized  to  meet  the 
need  for  housing  for  Bakken 
oilfield  workers,  and  about 
600  people  have  moved  there 
so  far. 

First  Church,  Keller,  is  in 
the  process  of  purchasing  an 
abandoned  church  for  the 
price  of  taxes  owed.  Members 
plan  to  renovate  the  building 
in  time  to  launch  services  in 
the  fail  of  2015. 

“Our  goal  is  to  plant  a 
church  every  three  years," 
Sanders  said.  “Our  M.O.  is 
that  we  don’t  want  to  have 
satellite  churches  —  we  want 
them  to  be  autonomous 
churches.  We  don’t  rush  in, 
because  we  don't  have  all  the 
answers  but  our  people  are 
very  open  to  be  used  by  God. 

We  re  ahead  of  the  one- 
every-three-years  pace  we  set 
nine  years  ago,  and  I  hope  we 
will  continue  to  outstrip  that.* 

In  the  last  10  years,  First 
Church,  Keller,  has  produced 
pastors  who  have  served  in  14 
states,  Sanders  said,  and  the 
congregation  ^energizing  its 
emphasis  on  dtecipleship. 

’'You’ve  got  to  Keep  the  base 
strong  so  you  can  send  people 
out,"  the  pastor  said,  we  ve 
been  going  through  the  book 
of  Acts  for  three  years  here 
on  Sunday  mornings.  That’s 
where  you  really  see  missions. 

“1  don’t  have  lobe  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  tell  people  this  is 
what  they  ought  to  be  doing. 
The  Holy  Spirit  will  take  the 
words  (of  the  message]  and 
apply  it  to  people's  lives." 


Netanyahu  addresses 
U.S.  Congress  on  eve 
of  Iranian  agreement 


ing  oui 
of milii 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Militant  Islamists 
with  nuclear  weapons  would 
be  the  likely  result  of  an  agree¬ 
ment  the  United  States  may 
sign  with  Iran,  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu 
told  a  joint  meeting  of  the  U.S. 
Congress  on  March  3. 

‘The  greatest  danger  fac- 
our  world  is  the  marriage 
ilitant  Islam  with  nuclear 
weapons,"  said  Netanyahu, 
who  joined  Winston  Churchill 
as  one  of  two  foreign  leaders  to 
address  Congress  three  times. 
"To  defeat  !SlSrand  let  Iran  get 
nuclear  weapons  would  be  to 
win  the  battle  but  lose  the  war. 
We  can’t  let  that  happen." 

Approximately  50  House 
and  Senate  Democrats  did  not 
attend  Netanyahu’s  address, 
The  New  York  Times  report¬ 
ed.  Mississippi  Congress¬ 
man  Bennie  inompson  was 
among  theVn. 

Netanyahu  opened  his 
speech  6y  praising  Obama’s 
support  for  Israel  and  saying, 
“I  deeply  regret  that  some  per¬ 
ceive  my  being  here  as  political. 
That  was  never  my  intention." 

A  “profound  obligation"  to 
oppose  Iran’s  quest  tor  nuclear 
weapons  motivated  his  speech, 
Netanyahu  said,  noting  that, 
driven  by  radical  Islam,  Iran 
seeks  to  annihilate  Israel  and 
control  its  Arab  neighbors. 
Iran  also  persecutes  Chris¬ 
tians,  homosexuals,  and  jour¬ 
nalists,  he  said. 

The  Iranian  regime  fights 
terrorists  in  Iraq  ana  Syria  only 
because  it  doesn’t  want  ISIS  to 
usurp  Iran’s  leading  role  in  the 
advance  of  militant  Islam,  Ne¬ 
tanyahu  said.  "The  difference  is 
that  ISIS  is  armed  with  butcher 
knives,  captured  weapons,  and 
YouTube,  whereas  Iran  could 


soon  be  armed  with  intercon¬ 
tinental  ballistic  missiles  and 
nuclear  bombs.” 

The  nuclear  deal  being  con¬ 
sidered  by  Iran,  the  U.S.,  and 
five  other  nations  would  allow 
Iran  to  keep  around  6,000  ura¬ 
nium  enrichment  centrifuges 
while  limiting  development  of 
r*:  efficient  centrifuges.  It 

also  would  limit  stockpiles  of 
material  that  could  be  devel¬ 
oped  into  nuclear  weapons  and 
subject  Iran’s  nuclear  facilities 
to  inspection,  the  Washington 
Post  reported. 

The  agreement  likely  would 
last  10-15  years,  and  a  March 
24  deadline  has  been  set  for  es¬ 
tablishing  the  framework  of  a 
final  accord. 

Netanyahu  told  Congress 
having  no  agreement  would 
be  preferable  because  the 
proposed  accord  “would  all 
but  guarantee"  that  Iran  ob¬ 
tains  nuclear  weapons  —  "lots 
of  them." 

Netanyahu  said  two  conces¬ 
sions  make  the  deal  unreason¬ 
able:  allowing  Iran  to  maintain 
a  “vast  nuclear  infrastructure" 
and  permitting  “virtually  all” 
restrictions  on  Iran’s  nuclear 
program  to  expire  in  a  decade. 

The  deal  would  not  require 
"a  single  nuclear  facility”  to  be 
demolished  and  would  not  suf¬ 
ficiently  empower  inspectors 
to  halt  illegitimate  weapons 
development,  Netanyahu  said. 
Additionally,  Iran  could  amass 
a  "full  arsenal"  of  nuclear 
weapons  legitimately  after  the 
accord  expires. 

“Iran’s  regime  is  as  radical 
as  ever,”  Netanyahu  said.  ”... 
The  ideology  of  Iran’s  revolu¬ 
tionary  regime  is  deeply  rooted 
in  militant  Islam,  and  that’s 
why  this  regime  will  always  be 
an  enemy  of  America." 


WASHINGTON  WARNING  -  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Benjamin  Netanyahu  addresses  a  joint  session  of  the  U.S. 
Congress  on  March  3  in  Washington,  D  C.,  warning  that  the 
radical  Muslim  theocracy  in  Iran  poses  a  grave  threat  to  the 
world  in  its  quest  to  produce  nuclear  weapons.  (0P  screen 
grab  courtesy  of  C-Span) 
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21  Co>  >ty  Road  519  •  Corinth,  MS  38*34  •  (662)  287-2864  •  web 

ISIpF  .a  - 

Speakers  Schedule 

I  WEDNESDAY -  MARCH  -If* 2811 

630  pm  Colw^wwlh  f  amfty  Wl  Concert 

THURSDAY  MARCH  -  If1*  2815 

10D0«m  Bailey Smith, laraMackari 
145pm  GeraM  Harm,  5tow  KMe 
630pm  Jr.H*,DawdJeiwmal» 

FRIDAY  -  MARCH  -  26*  1815 

1000am  m* Slow, PaulOa* 

1:4$ pm  Jwh$nrth,S8weSmilh,Bfl6Piim« 
6  30pm  Page Partmon, Colonel 08*er North 


Real  Evangelism  Bible  Conf. 
set  for  March  18-20  in  Corinth 


CORMfTH,  Ml  (Special) 

Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corinth, 
will  host  the  2015  Bailey  Smith 
Real  Evangelism  Bible  Conference 
March  18-20  at  the  church’s  facili¬ 
ties  at  21  County  Line  Rued  519 

Steve  Hale,  Junior  Hill,  David 


Jeremiah,  Mike  Stone,  Paul  Bhur, 
Josh  Smith,  Steve  Smith,  Bob 
Pittman,  Paige  Patterson,  and 


ae  Beth,  fit - 

the  Wheeler  Grove  Choir. 

Meals  will  be  provided  at  no 


cost  for  hinch  and  supper  on 
March  19  and  March  20.  "Ev¬ 
eryone  is  invited,"  said  Blackard, 
pastor  of  Wheeler  Grove  Church. 
For  more  information,  contact 
the  church  at  (662)  287-2864.  E- 

*•*  o^jrh^rs^t,r. 

n st  com.  Ww)  ste  truii  sroeoiiic > 

wheelergrovebaptistoom. 


GuideStone:  IRS  notice  doesn’t 
apply  to  entity’s  participants 

DALLAS  (Special)  -  An  Internal 
Revenue  Service  (IRS)  notice  is¬ 
sued  Feb.  18  should  have  no  im¬ 
pact  on  GuideStone  health  plan 
participants,  the  Southern  Baptist  j 

sUSas  GuideStone- 

health  care  coverage.  Guide- 
Stone’s  health  *  *" 


the  Personal  Plana,  are 
ered  group  coverage  for  purposes 
of  federal  law. 

The  IRS  notice  clarified  guid¬ 
ance  on  the  one-empknee  health 
olan  exception  from  the  market 
reform  provisions  of  the  Patient 
Protection  and  Affordable  Care 
Act  (PPACA),  commonly  known 
as  Obamacare.  aa  wefl  as  reim¬ 
bursement  arrangements  for 
Medicare  and  TRICARE. 

The  Notice  also  provides  re¬ 
lief  for  small  employers  that 
had  maintained  premium  re¬ 
imbursement  arrangements  in 
2014  and  during  the  first  half 
of  2015.  Prior  to  the  notice  and 
its  provision  of  this  transition 
relief,  some  organizations  could 
have  been  subject  to  penalties 


Financial  Resources 


Do  well.  Do  right.9 


up  to  $36,500 per  year,  per  par- 
ticipant,  per  PPACA  violation. 

Organizations  that  offer 
GuideStone’*  health  plans, 
regardless  of  how  the  policies 
are  paid,  were  never  at  risk  of 
these  penalties. 

"GuideStone  health  plan  par¬ 
ticipants,  and  the  organizations 
that  employ  them,  can  continue 
to  pay  for  coverage  as  they  have 
in  the  past  and  meet  the  guide¬ 
lines  under  current  law,  said 
Harold  R.  Loftin  Jr.,  Guide¬ 
Stone  general  counsel. 


CONCORD  CHURCH,  SMITH  ASSOCIATION,  has  called 
Will  McNeese  as  pastor.  A  New  Hebron  native,  McNeese 
comes  with  his  wife  Katie  and  two-year-old  son  Nate. 


MS  POSITIONS 


BRANCH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SCOTT 
COUNTY  IS  SEEKING  A  PULL  TBit  PAS¬ 
TOR.  Sind  tvsumM  to  Branch  Bapftat 
Church,  ATTN:  Pwtor  Saarch  Commfttoa, 
1484  Midway  Road,  Morton.  MS  39117. 
Contact:  801-854-8781  or  amaA  mhcow- 
ardQMtwat  _ _ 

UNION  ^APTIST^R^^MERIDUK 

TTSSSm  i AMMNttTRATTVt  SUP¬ 

PORT  PERSON  (CHURCH  SECRETARY), 
if  totoraatod.  ptaase  sand  raauma  to  Union 

I  Church,  158  Highway  514,  Marid- 

senta  baptist  church,  a  small 

COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  DREW 
AND  RULEWLLE,  MSS.  »  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  BF 
VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  «  1  April  2015. 

d  naumas  to  P.O.  Boa  248. 
38737 _ 


LAKE  HARBOR  BAPTIST  CHURCH  » 
ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  A  PIANO 
PLAYER  AND  A  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 
Plaaao  aand  raauma*  to;  Laka  Harbor 
Baptist  Church  %Par*ormal  Commit**  P 
0.  Box  339,  SandhM.  Ma  39161  or  email 
raaumaa  to  aual  mooraQgmoM.com 
8UCATUNNA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 

CLARKE  COUNTY  IB  ACCBPWNO  RE¬ 

SUMES  FOR  OTHER  B*- VOCATIONAL 
OR  FULL-TRIE  PASTOR.  Plaaaa  aand 

raaumaa  to:  10806  CR514,  Maridian.  MS 

31301  


STRONG  WVER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 
PBIOLA,  MS  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES 
FOR  THE  POSITION  UF  BFVOCA- 
T10NAL  PASTOR.  P tom  aand  raaumaa 
to  Gon*  F  armor  at  209  Kalto  Buah  Rd 
Ptooto.  MS  39149  _ 


TOPEKA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEK¬ 
ING  A  BL VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OP 
YOUTH.  Sand  raaumaa  to:  807  China 
Grow  Road.  Jayast.  MS  38641  or  too- 
LR M. 


AUBURN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  TUPELO 
MS  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  THE 
POSITION  Of  CMLDREN’S  MINISTER 
iaaa  email  raaumaa  to  jhanryMau- 
-nbapbatchurch.org  or  mad  to  Auburn 
ptiat  Church.1138  Road  831,Tupalo 
Ma  38804 


CLASSIFIEDS 


I 

“For  chinches  and  ministries 
that  use  other  providers,  it’s  im¬ 
portant  for  them  to  review  the  IRS 
notice,  m  wefl  as  wwk  with  their 
legal  and  accounting  advisors  to 
ensure  they  are  compliant  by  the 
end  of  the  grace  period  on  June 

*  CrukfeStone  has  made  avail¬ 
able  resources  on  its  website  to 
hefo  churches  and  ministries 
understand  the  PPACA  and  its 
requirements.  More  information 
can  be  found  at  GuideStone.org/ 
health  reform. 


CHURCH 


FOR  SALE  -  1995  Fort 
at  $8,000  1999  mtoma- 
mi  appratoad  M  tIZOOO  Boto  to 
worionp  ortiar  Prica  napoBMto 
«*a.  cal  801*829*1004  iff 


STAINED  GLASS: 

jS^og-oSrB 


FOR  SALE  -  5  tool  .  J 

piano,  appro*  20  yuan  oto  to  writing  oidar 
but  naadaioma  Mtonion.  CM  601429-1004 
Mf  


GATUNBURG  RENTALS:  Cabin  f9Sto* 
«W  Condo  STSMBi.  Contort  832  922  0401 
orE-mai 

andtocAmg 


WWW  SMOKYMOUNTAINSUPERSTORE 

COM.  Shop  2417  tor  M  your 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON  HaaNi 
Inauranca  and  Mad km  Supplamant*.  CM 
1-80&- 54 1-8188  to  MM  warn  Tumarinaurarv 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  MO,  wreng  MS 
SAL  Mae  1182.  CM  600-806-2970 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE 
ESTIMATES.  0am  Uphrtatory  MM 
Maa,  phow*  601 -774661 7 


MIL  DESIGN.  FA0MCATION, 
ilMmyMmtyamfm  or  rM  IKWMftft 
2706  _ 


VRNOOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  —  windows 
and  Norm  window*  toM  toft  your  opaninp 
Ptoa  now  window  aoraana  and  iwcnwn  aid 
i.  CM  Tom  Cook  801-7084879 


CON pQf-  Qut 

AL 


VACATION 
1  A  Orange  Baa*. 


WWW  SEBRENHOME1MPROVEMENT 

COM.  CtoWton  oaatod  Oon  6  Raa  Satoan 
801-992-2092  Al  horn. 


ttehan  6  baft 
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ZI  XF  FUGKLF  EPHNYFUZUC,  CJG  GF- 


'Right  now  I  think  we  ll  move  forward  with 
greater  courage...,  leaning  more  towards  faith  and 
a  lot  less  towards  fear." 

Greg  Dorsey 

International  Mission  Board  (MB)  strategy  leader 


HAFYP  RZYP  XJK  HN  RZYP  NJUN;  IJL 


ATTACKS 

»  cont  from  p.  1 


RPHY  NJU  ZN  PF  RPJW  YPF  IHYPFL 


EPHNYFUFYP  UJY? 


PFDLFRN  YRFAQF:  NFQFU 
Clue:  I  *  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  2  Peter  V2 

by  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.  C  2005 


;  during  the  attacks,  “addressing 
v  their  fear  with  faith  and  moving 
>  forward.  “It  became  an  oppor^ 
;  tunity  for  [IMB  personnel]  to 
i  reflect  on  their  fear  in  dompari- 
i  son  with  their  faith  and  how 


were  going  to  respond, 
now  I  think  well  move 


forward  with  greater  courage..., 
leaning  more  towards  faith  and 
a  lot  less  towards  fear.” 


Foshee  said  he  hopes  the 
l  persecution  in  Niger  will  in- 


;  crease  awareness  among 
\  Christians  in  the  U.S.  of  what 
f  life  is  like  in  West  Africa, 


I  “where  the  Christian  popula- 
|  tion  is  less  than  a  one-tenth 


I  of  a  percent  of  the  total  popu- 
I  lation,  and  how  much  Christ 
needs  to  be  made  known  in  a 
!  place  like  this.” 


Dorsey  said  the  attacks  in 
Niger  should  also  serve  as  a  re¬ 
minder  of  churches  all  around 
the  world  facing  persecution. 
“Pray  for  the  people  in  those 
churches,  that  they  would 
remain  firm  in  their  faith," 
he  said. 

■  Pray  for  missionaries  and 
national  believers  who  live 
in  parts  of  the  world  where 
Christians  are  persecuted. 

■  Pray  that  Christians  in 
America  will  find  ways  to  reach 
out  to  persecuted  churches 
around  the  world. 

■  Pray  that  believers  will 
be  bold  in  their  witness,  and 
gracious,  loving,  and  forgiving 
toward  those  who  persecute 
them. 

■  Pray  that  believers  will 
know  how  to  share  their  faith 
in  love,  and  that  they  will  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  hope  and  confi¬ 
dence  they  have  in  Christ. 


FESTIVAL 

conf  from  p.  1 

Sweet  F  >am;  and  The  Art 
of  Talking  to  Yourself  -  Ven¬ 
triloquism. 

Hall  said  the  annual  festival 
will  be  on  hiatus  in  2016  as  the 
event  s  planning  committee 
develops  a  new  and  improved 
program.  “There  will  be  an 
expanded  emphasis  on  mis¬ 
sions  and  worship  in  the  new 
format,  and  new  ideas  on  how 
to  present  performing  arts 
ministries. 

“In  addition,  there  are  new 
technologies  being  introduced 
almost  daily  in  our  society  and 
we  want  to  explore  ways  to  ef¬ 
fectively  incorporate  them  into 
the  CPAF  mission.” 

The  next  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Christian  Performing  Arts 
Festival  will  be  held  Feb.  24- 
25,  2017,  at  Brandon  Church, 
Brandon. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Hall  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3286 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  286.  E- 
mail:  khall@ mbcb.org.  Web 
site:  mbcb.org. 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 


1  The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  10  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
sftd for pBaeagtaphe  depleting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  , 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be ‘submitted  electronically 
to  ihe  e-mail  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  email  form.  Secondary  method  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  tlmch  paper 
and  mailed.  AM  articles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  wiN  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  content  person's 
address  and  telephone  number  ** 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  wB  not  be  accepted  Photographs 
must  be  deer,  sharp,  and  wetMighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  objectonly  photographs 
will  be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published  ON  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
reproduce  weft  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 
There  »  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
wilt  be  published,  and  unsolicited  materiel  wB  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned.  AN  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  aN  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  A /tides  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wB  be 
published  on  a  space-available  beats  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O  Box  630.  Jackson. 
MS  39206-0630.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330  Email:  bapestrecord* 
mbcb.org 


MARRIAGE 

conf.  from  p.  1 

to  win  marriage  nationwide.* 

Same  sex  marriage  is  now 
legal  in  37  states,  nearly  tri¬ 
pling  the  13  states  where  it 
was  legal  just  18  months  ago. 
It  also  is  legal  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  At  present,  it  is 
not  legal  in  Mississippi  but  a 
decision  on  the  state’s  appeal 
of  a  lower  federal  court  rul¬ 
ing  in  favor  of  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  to  the  U.S.  Fifth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  expected  any  day. 

In  January,  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  granted  review 
of  a  November  decision  by 
the  U.S.  Sixth  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  involving  chal¬ 
lenges  to  laws  in  the  states  of 
Kentucky,  Michigan,  Ohio, 
and  Tennessee  A  three- 
judge  pane)  of  the  Sixth  Cir¬ 
cuit,  which  is  based  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  was  the  first  federal 
appeals  court  to  rule  states 
could  limit  marriage  to  the 


union  of  a  man  and  a  woman. 

Four  other  appeals  courts 
had  previously  invalidated 
state  laws  that  prohibited 
same  sex  marriage. 

In  the  cases  the  justices 
will  consider  from  the  Sixth 
Circuit,  the  voters  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Michigan,  Ohio,  and 
Tennessee  all  approved  con¬ 
stitutional  amendments  be¬ 
tween  2004  and  2006  that 
limited  marriage  to  a  man 
and  a  woman. 

The  Supreme  Court  has 
consolidated  the  four  cases 
and  limited  consideration  to 
two  questions: 

■  Does  the  14th  Amend¬ 
ment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution 
require  a  state  "to  license  a 
marriage  between  two  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  same  sex?"  <• 

■  Does  the  14th  Amend¬ 
ment  require  a  state  “to  rec¬ 
ognize  a  marriage  between 
two  people  of  the  same  sex 
when  their  marriage  was 
lawfully  licensed  and  per¬ 
formed  out-of-state?" 


MSA  udio  LLC 

Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Lquipmcnt  sales,  service  and  installation 

Trooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  <*)1  V23  W47 

mfo(u  mxaudiollc  com  C  lint  on.  MS  tUOfiO  Fax  M)  I  */24-2WM) 


MOAK 

conf.  from  p  2 

What  then,  of  marriage?  Is  it 
worth  saving  and  preserving? 
Yes!  God  knows  how  to  build  a 
civilization,  and  He  gave  us  this 
incredible  institution  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  His 
model  is  perfect.  It’s  we  who 
fail,  not  marriage  itself  and 
certainly  not  God. 

.  Make  no  mistake.  Marriage 
is  hard.  It  takes  a  lot  of  work, 
patience,  a  sense  of  humor, 
willingness  to  forgive,  tons 
of  love,  and  constant  prayer. 
Many  couples,  including  my 
own  parents  who  will  soon 
celebrate  60  years  together, 
have  demonstrated  that  a 
God-honoring  marriage  can 
make  powerful  waves  of  influ¬ 
ence  that  will  resonate  in  lives 
through  the  generations. 

It’s  a  fact,  regardless  of  how 
the  world  may  chafe  at  the 
idea.  A  man  and  a  woman  — 
committed  first  to  God,  then  to 
each  other,  and  jointly  commit¬ 
ted  to  honoring  Him  -  rep¬ 
resent  God’s  perfect  plan  for 
building  a  civilization. 

If  this  generation  fails  to 
protect,  honor,  and  strengthen 
marriage,  our  descendants  will 
suffer  the  consequences. 

Moak,  a  deacon  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Madison,  is  a 
freelance  writer  who  lives  in 
Madison  with  wife  Ijori  and 
sons  Daniel  and  Caleb  He  may 
be  contacted  at  bill.mi>ak(a)ya- 
hoo.com. 
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Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 


Camoo,  MS  39060-0027 


(601)922-2242 


DECEMBER  t6-gl,  1014 


Jack  ft  Caro)  Simmon-. 

Mr  ft  Mn.  Quentin  E. 
Benedict 

Jeaae  Singleton  , 

Mrs.  Sandra  Singleton 
Carl  k  Sharon  Smith 
Mr  Paul  D  Hastings 
Mr.  h  Mrs.  Wayne  Stewart  k 
Family 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Stokes 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Victor  Walsh 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  B.  Frank  Stokes 
Dr  k  Mrs.  Victor  Walsh 
Lena  Southerland 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Steve  Weal 
Ms.  Ann  Southerland 
Karen  Swain 
JOY  SSC.  FBC  LeUnd 
Kirk  Taylor 
Ms  Patricia  T.  White 
Mr  Walter  Taylor 
Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Zach  Taylor  01 
Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Thomas 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Mr.  «i  Mrs.  Lent  Thomas  Jr 
Mrs.  Lindsay  T  Wynne 
Rev.  Ashton  Thompson 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  dark  McNair 
Mr  Doug  Thompson 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Clark  McNair 
Truth  Seekers  Men  s  SSC,  FBC 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Wilkinson 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  Vandercook 
Dr.  ft  Mis.  Victor  Walsh 
Mrs.  Gomer  Wallace 
Ms.  Linda  T.  Milner 
Dr  Bettye  Walsh 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  Walsh 
KeUy  ft  Lynn  Wilson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  J. 


Zlmpfcr 

Mias  Sandra  Yarbrough 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ron  A.  Yarbrough 
Ms.  Phyllis  A.  Yarbrough 


DECEMBER  16-st,  no  14 
MEMORIALS 
Carrie  Able 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R.  HiBs 
Conner  C.  Adams 
Ms.  Mary  Margaret  Adams 
Randy  Adam.* 

GaUlee  FBC 
Mrs.  Helen  Alexander 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  Morgan 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Robert  L  Fortenberry 
Scott  Arnold 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Jimmy  Arthur 
Mrs.  Billie  Lynn  Arthur 
Lamar  Arthur 
Mrs  Bill*  Lynn  Arthur 
Mr.  Richard  Ball 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Mr.  Richard  W.  Ball 
Mr.  Wilbam  Wallace  Allred 
Peggy  Barnes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  Hawkins 
Sarah  Mae  Barrett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Don  Perry 
Mr.  Milford  Bates 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Greg  L  Wilkinson 
Bill  Beck 

Mrs.  Patricia  Beck 
Jeff  Bell 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  lance  Newman 
Mrs.  Priacella  Berry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Shirley  D.  Bohannan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  WOiam  L  Bohannan 
Mrs.  Katherine  Bonner 
MrftMrsR.Nlannkuham.Jr 
Etoba  Booth 
Mrs.  Sheila  Huffman 


Mildred  Boyd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Nathan  Adams 
Mack  Bradberry 
McCool  BC 
Mr.  Mack  Bradberry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Susan  Smith  Brady 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Virdex  Breazeale 
G  lading  BC 
Wilma  Bridges 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  L  Fortenberry 
Dr.  Jep  S.  Brock 
Mr.  William  Wallace  Allred 
Jewell  Brown 
Mrs.  Bennie  S.  Kennedy 
Twila  Brown 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dwight  McComb 
Billie  Inez  Browning 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Kathy  Brummett 
Dr  .  ft  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Oldtown  BC 
Lee  Earl  Bullock 

Cedi  ft  Penny  Washington 
La  Rue  Byrd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Cameron 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Stanley  Downs 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Delton  Campbell 
Mrs.  Linds  S.  Campbell 
Mrs  Glenda  Canoy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Hazel  Carbse 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Elmo  Harrison 
Amanda  Carmichael 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Blair 
Charlene  C aae 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Johnnie  Mae  Case 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Siaco 
Mrs.  Thelma  Chamblee 
Loyal  Ladies  SSC,  Woodbwn  BC 
Betty  Chapman 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Chapman 
Elizabeth  ft  Ernest  Childs 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glynn  Jones 
Mr  Ronald  Codlova 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  L  Wilkinson 
Josephine  “Jo"  Collins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  W.  Spejghu.  Jr. 
Frances  Lanefl  Copay 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
William  H.  (Bill)Cred 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Monty  Roaeberry 
Mrs.  Celia  Culpepper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  U  Carroll 
Mrs.  Mattie  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Daniel  A  Smith 
Nora  Davis 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  M.  Tipton 
Mailande  Drake 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Linda  Dyes* 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ronald  B.  Boaarge 
Jess  Eavenaon 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Milford 
Mr.  Howard  Edwards 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Steve  Fates* 

Mrs.  Mary  F  Sumrall  Garner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  E.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gten  D.  Fortenberry 
Gerald  Fortenberry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Rcftert  L  Fortenberry 
Hal  Fortenberry 
Mr.  ft  Mis  Robert  L  Fortenberry 
LyndeB  Rex  Fortenberry 
Mr*  .  Lisa  Busby 
Mr.  Buddy  Freeman 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Greg  L  Wffidnsoa 
Mrs.  Valeria  Freeman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Grag  L  Wilkinson 
Mn.  Betide  Freeny 
Mn  Brown 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Fred  L  Gaddis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dean  Wilaoo 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Gore 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  L  Carroll 
Mrs  Zee  Pennington  Goes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bitty  Joe  Williams 
E.J.  Grisham 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Gwenddl  Pearson 
NMa  Grogan 


Mr.  ft  Mis  Robert  L  Fortenberry 
Venue  Gtillahom 
Dr.  Mihon  Metaxas 
Mr  .  Burkett  Haddox 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Bill  Hamilton 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ron  D.  Craddock 
Ben  Harris 

Ms.  Patricia  W.  Hogue 
Nancy  C.  Heiforonner 
Mrs.  Elsie  B.  McLemore 
Charles  E.  Henderson 
Mrs  Mary  J.  Henderson 
Peggy  Hills 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  James  R.  Hills 
Mr.  Hester  Hinson 
Mr  ft  Mrs  dark  McNair 
William  Hinson 
Mrs  Eva  H.  Williams 
Mis  Bemiece  Holder 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Terry  E.  Champion 
Wendy  Champion  Hood 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Gerald  B.  Regel 
Mn.  Ruby  R.  Shelton 
Leone  Howard 
Mr.  John  M.  Davis 
Greg  Hudgins 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Charles  Hughes 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Danny  E.  Daves 
Mrs  Edith  Hughey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Greg  L.  Wilkinson 
Scott  Humphreys 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Glynn  Jones 
Rebecca  Sharp  Jackson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Rodis  L  Wheeler 
Rev.  Robert  L  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Glynn  Jones 
German  E.  Jordan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Tony  L  Waraock 
Mr.  Max  Juchheim 
Ms.  Helen  Murphy  ft  Family 
Mrs  Carolyn  Briggs  Keller 
Ms  Sylvia  D.  McCracken 
Mis  Beverly  Kelly 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Mr.  Cloyce  Kemp 
Dr  Rebecca  Sue  WHde 
Jessica  Nicole  Guriey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jerry  Smothen 
Kimberly  Smothers  Gurley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jerry  Smothen 
Mrs  Beth  King 
Mrs  Cathy  Dickerson 
Mr.  Justin  Kirkland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Gceg  L  Wilkinson 
Sarah  Kraft 
Ms.  Louise  McCaskdl 
Mn.  Sadie  Langford 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Kerby  Evans 
Roacoe  Lea 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jerry  Sisco 
Jimmy  Leeper 
Guy  ft  Barbara  Branacomr 
David  Nathan  Legge 
Dr  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Mr.fcMn.lnF.L*ge 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Clay  Lewis 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jerry  Siaoo 
Mr.  Aubert  Livingston 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Charles  Dew 
Mr.  Jeaae  Loftin 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Robert  L  Loper 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Edward  Boomner 
Mn.  Betty*  W  Lott 
Ms  Carol  C.  Smith 
Mike  Love 
L.  J.  ft  Gail  Garner 
Mr.  H.  A  (Foaey)  Lowery 
Heaven  Bound  Men’s  SBC, 
FBC  Hazlehurst 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Bitty  Mangold 
Gloria  H.  Lundy 
Gregory  ft  Rebekah  Pittman 
Sandy  Magee 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Ron  D.  Craddock 
George  Mason 

Mrs  Mary  C.  Rives 
Mr.  James  Mam 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Mr*  Johnnie  McClure 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Glynn  Jones 
Mr  Edward  F  McDonald 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  LCirroU 
ft  Mn.  Braxton  McKin«y 
Mr. ft  Mn.  Glen  D.  Forttobeny 
Mr.  Ernest  Clark  McNair  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Clark  McNair 
Mrs.  J.C.  (Edna)  McNair 
The  Robert  Sullivans 
Mn.  Jewel  Jagers  McNair 
Mr  .  ft  Mn.  Clark  McNair 
Charlene  McNeese 

Mn  Bennie  S.  Kennedy 
Otbd  Mendrop 
Mr.  ft  Mn  J.  B.  Haden 
Ena  Metaxas 
Dr.  Mihon  Metaxas 
Rev.  ft  Mn.  Bill  Mitchell 
Mrs  JoAnn  Johnston 
Mn.  Melinda  Mitchrll 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Tommy  ft  Sars  Mitchener 
Ms  Carolyn  L.  Rigdon 
FayeMoak 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Jerry  Sisco 
Mrs.  Helen  Moore 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Mike  Morgan 
Ms  Jean  Ferguson 
J.  T.  Morrison 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Judd  A  Morrison 
JaneU  Mullins 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Rodrick  G.  Oakrogn 
Mr.  Paul  Murray 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Lester  Haddox 
George  ft  Pat  Oakman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Rodrick  G.  Onkman 
Mrs.  Cathy  Tubbs  Overstreet 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Bitty  Joe  Williams 
Robert  Pace 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Mike  Hitt 
S.  E.  Pace 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Robert  L  Fortenberry 
Mr.  ft  Mn  E.  M.  Parsons 
Mr  ft  Mrs  E.  C  Parsons 
Mike  Parsons 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  E.  C.  Parsons 
Darlene  Bates  Paxton 
Mrs  .  Gad  Garner 
Mrs.  Jerry  Peters 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Daniel  A  Smith 
Mr.  Merideth  Pierce 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Sherri  Pierce 
Midway  Dt 
Mr.  Tommy  Polk 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harold  Lowety 
Jason  Powell 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Ma.  Mary  Margaret  Adams 
Pat  Kelly  Brooks 
Ms.  Marismne  B.  Young 
Preston  Brooks 
Ms.  Mariamne  B.  Young 
Sanford  (Bubber)  Pullen 
Mr.  R.  N.  Humhreys 
Betsy  Frye  Randall 
Mrs  Linda  S.  Campbell 
tfams  Randall 

Mr.  ft  Mn  James  E.  Dixon 
kfis  Virginia  Reed 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Bitty  Joe  Williams 
Christopher  Rives 
Mn  Nancy  W  Wilbanks 
Adm  Moore  Roberts 
Mr  ft  Mn  Charles  R.  Roberts 
Mr.  Jim  Roger* 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe  Russell 
Mr.  ft  MnB.C.  Parsons 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Ernest  C.  Scruggs 
Dr  .  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jerry  Siaco 
Mn  Mary  Smith 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Graham  Brooke  Snider 
Ms.  Deborah  Y.  Snider 
Dan  Southerland 
Ms  Ann  Southerland 
Dewitt  Spencer 
Ms  Linda  1C  Spencer 
Mary  Taylor 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Danny  E.  Daves 
Mr.  William  Jake  Thompson  Jr. 

Dr  .  Rebecca  Sue  Wttkie 
Mr.  Donald  Turney 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Greg  L  Wilkinson 
Mr.  William  W.  McGraw 
Mr.  Hugh  E.  Walker 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Pat  W.  Denton 
Jerry  Walker 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  P  Dale  Clark 
Sadie  Wallace 
Mr.*  Mrs  Jerry  Siaco 
Robert  R.  Waroock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Allen  W.  dark 
Mr.  Bitt  Warren 
Beacon  SSC,  FBC  Jackson 
Grace  Weeks 
Mn.  Bessie  T.  Coker 
Chase  Wilbanks 
Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Wilbanks 
Robert  E.  WOkie 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Stanford  E.  Wilkie 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  WOkie 
Alfred  Ray  WOkupon 
G  lading  BC 
L.J.  ft  Gail  Gamer 
Carolyn  B.  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jerry  Sisco 
Jessie  Ellis  WObams 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Charles  F.  Breland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Pete  Williams 
Ms.  Ann  Southerland 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Oliver  Williamson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C  H.  WUson 
Dr  Rebecca  Sue  Wiltoe 
Dixie  Woods 
Ms.  Shirley  Rogera 


Ms.  Catherine  I.  Larsen 
Mr.  Donald  Ray  Sherman 
Mrs  James  R.  Windham 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Bucky  Walker 
Taylorsville  HS  Class  of  1961 
Margaret  Helen  Sims 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Bryan  ft  Nettie  Smith 
Miss  Sarah  Marie  Smith 
Mn  Charles  Keith  Smith 
Mr  ft  Mn  B.  R.  Taylor 
Charles  Smith 
Mr  .  ft  Mn  Jerry  Siaco 
Charles  W  Smith 


JANUARY  aots 


Adult  III  Home  Maker*  SSC 
Ms.  Judy  Boatman 
Mn.  Camille  Austin 
Mn  Jamie  C.  Earls 
Mn  Margret  Keeton 
Randy  ft  Stephanie  Johnson 
Shirley  McCraw 
Bethany  BC 
Matt  McNeil 


Alex  Sumrall  Massingill 
Bradley  ft  Brody  Meaaetts 
Bobbie  ft  Mark  Measetts 
Harold  L.  Newcomb 
Dr.  Lisa  S.  Newcomb 
Mr  M.  K.  Wilson 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Arnold  L  Chaver* 


JANUARY  mots 

MEMORIALS 

i 

Paula  Ainsworth 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Larry  Oakes 
Mn  Helen  Tucker  Farris  AUen 
Mr*  Mn  Jim  Alford 
Shaeffer’s  Chapel  UMC 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  Edward  (T«d)  P. 
Connell.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Tommy  Lindsey 
Mn  Germaine  Arnold 
Ms.  Betty  C.  KiBebcew 
Ms  Kathleen  Shackelford 
Ms.  Riley  C  Cole 
Ms.  Yvonne  Havard 
Ms  Susan  Harris 


Power  Like  No  Other  •  Mark  4:35-41 


Jesus  is  like  no  other.  He  was  proph¬ 
esied  in  advance  like  no  other  and  born 
miraculously  like  no  other.  Through 
this  passage  of  scripture,  we  will  see 
that  He  displayed  power  like  no  other. 

We  turn  to  the  gospel  according  to 
Mark  for  our  study  of  the  unique  life  of 
Jesus.  The  author  of  the  second  gospel 
account  is  John  Mark.  The  Apostle  Pe¬ 
ter  called  him  “son*  in  chapter  five  of 
first  Peter.  There  are  indications  that 
John  Mark  was  mentored  by  Peter  in 
his  writing  of  the  gospel  of  Mark.  In 
Acts  15,  the  Apostle  Paul  deemed  Mark 
to  be  *  "deserter"  when  he  walked 
away  from  his  job  as  partner  with  Paul 
and  Barnabas  during  their  first  mis¬ 
sionary  journey.  In  later  writings  to 
Philemon,  to  the  Colossians  and  to 
Timothy,  Paul  would  welcome  Mark 
back  into  the  fold.  In  Colossians  4:10, 
Paul  writes  that  Mark  was  the  cousin 
of  Barnabas.  1  am  always  blessed  by 
the  fact  that  he  had  direct  contact  with 
Peter  and  Paul.  If  he  was  the  “young 
man*  described  as  being  in  the  Garden 
of  Gethsemane  in  Mark  14:51  (as  some 
have  supposed),  then  he  also  spent 
time  witn  Jesus.  Wow. 

"Immediately"  is  a  key  word  in 
Marks  gospel,  indicating  a  deep  sense 
of  ministry  urgency  throughout  these 
sixteen  chapters.  In  chapter  four,  Je¬ 


sus  is  with  the  disciples  beside  the  Sea 
of  Galilee.  The  ever  faithful  following 
crowd  has  gathered  around  Jes  is  as  He 
teaches  from  a  boat  at  the  water’s  edge. 
His  “floating  pulpit"  has  been  securely 
docked  in  the  shallows  most  of  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  He  is  passionately  fishing  for 
the  hearts  of  the  seashore  listeners.  In 
the  evening,  Jesus  invited  the  disciples 
to  k>in  him  in  a  boat  ride  to  the  other 
side  of  the 
lake.  They 
thought 
their  Je¬ 
sus  lesson" 
ftrr  the  day 
was  com- 
pletcd. 

They  were 
about  to 
get  some 
on-the-job 
training  they  would  never  forget. 

Mark  tells  us  that  they  took  Jesus 
“iust  as  He  was."  I  believe  that  means 
He  was  exhausted  ffbm  a  long  day  of 
teaching  and  being  with  people.  Verse 
38  confirms  that  Jesus  headed  for  the 
stern  (rear)  section  of  the  boat.  He  lay 
down  on  a  pillow  and  went  to  sleep. 
Jesus  took  a  “Jorah"  nap.  However; 
unlike  Jonah,  Jesus  was  not  running 
away  from  His  job  assignment.  He 


was  resting  so  He  could  run  with  new 
strength  toward  His  work.  Jesus  made 
it  plain  all  along  his  ministry  journey 
that  He  needed  time  alone  to  rest,  re¬ 
new,  reload  and  rebound  after  recon¬ 
necting  in  prayer  and  time  spent  with 
His  Fatter.  His  life  habits  are  patterns 
for  our  lessons  in  fellowship. 

Mark  pens:  "...and  there  arose  a 
fierce  gale  of  wind."  A  word  study  shows 
us  that  this 
descri d- 
tion  indi¬ 
cates  that 
suddenly, 
without 
warning, 
there  was 
a  storm. 
This  was  a 
large,  loud 
storm  with 
wind  coming  from  all  directions.  Wind 
and  waves  were  joining  hands:  lapping, 
reaching,  creeping  into  the  boat.  This 
was  a  frightening  event  for  everyone  on 
board  except  The  Sleeper. 

The  very  nervous  passengers  made 
a  decision  to  wake  Jesus  and  to  chas¬ 
tise  Him  for  being  obviously  uncon¬ 
cerned  about  their  perilous  situation. 
He  roused  from  sleep.  He  regarded  the 
situation.  He  rebuked  the  wind  and 


spoke  these  words  over  the  waters: 
"Hush!  Be  Still!”  If  Jesus  had  lived  in 
the  south  with  me,  He  might  have  said 
it  this  way:  "Hey  windy,  put  a  lid  on  it!" 

His  powerful  words  brought  the 
storm  to  an  immediate,  complete  end. 
The  waters  which  had  danced  danger¬ 
ously  at  the  bidding  of  the  wind  oe- 
came  perfectly  calm.  With  a  word  from 
Jesus,  their  boat  slid  out  of  a  boiling, 
roiling  cauldron  of  waves  onto  a  com¬ 
pletely  smooth,  glassy  surface  of  quiet 
water.  They  could  see  the  perfect  re¬ 
flection  of  the  night  sky  above  that 
lake  and  possibly  even  their  own  dum- 
founded  faces  as  they  peered  over  the 
side  of  the  boat  in  total  disbelief. 

Making  it  to  the  other  side  was  nev¬ 
er  in  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Jesus.  With 
full  awareness  of  the  coming  storm. 
He  slept.  His  lesson  for  the  disciples 
tested  their  faith,  identified  their  fears 
and  solidified  His  God-given  power 
over  creation.  The  One  Wno  breathed 
life  into  Adam  and  empowered  the  Dry 
Valley  Bones  in  Ezekiel  and  filled  the 
Pray-ers  in  the  Upper  Room  on  Pente¬ 
cost  grabbed  the  wind  and  silenced  it. 
Their  Teacher  was  The  Wind  Maker. 
Jesus.  Power  like  no  other. 

Brown  is  staff  evangelist.  First 
Church,  RichlanaL 


k  ''•orinth  Church.  Heidel¬ 
berg  Revival,  Mar.  15  -  18; 

Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Dale  Adams,  speaker;  Lee 

Robinson,  music. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

^  Rocky  Mount  Church,  Cal-  is  -  18;  Sun.,  u  a.m.  and  6:30 
houn  County:  Revival,  Mar.  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  P-nn; 


Randy  Rinehart,  speaker;  Susie 
Haggard,  music;  Larry  W.  Hag¬ 
gard,  pastor. 

k  Fair  River  Church, 
Brookheven:  Revival,  Mar.  15 


-  18;  Sun.,  it  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Jody 
Johnson,  speaker.  Flight  8:36 
(Eric  Campbell  &  Paul  Blake), 
music;  Jay  Anderson,  pastor. 


